
VOL.-XXl, No.-1, April 2022



The Spiritual Benefits of Lenten Observance

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
fraternal salutations from the office of your 
PP. As we are in the middle of the Lenten 
season,  our Church demands us to examine 
our behaviourial and cognitive patterns 
whether they are as per  God's law. Lent is the 
holy season where in  our 
Heavenly Father invites us to 
return to him with all our heart; 
an opportunity to seek healing 
and to know the transforming 
mercy of God. As followers of 
Christ, we are required to 
practice the three pillars of 
Lenten observance namely: 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

Pope Francis said in his Ash 
Wednesday homily, 'Lent is also 
a privileged time for prayer', He 
quoted St. Augustine, who 
d e s c r i b e d  f a s t i n g  a n d  
almsgiving as "the two wings of 
prayer," because they are signs of humility 
and charity. Prayer offers us all a very special 
opportunity to grow in our relationship with 
God and to deepen our commitment to a way 
of life, rooted in our baptism.  In our busy 
world, Prayer provides us with an opportunity 
to reflect upon our patterns and sins. We 
should pray more deeply, experience sorrow 
for what we've done and failed to do, and to be 
generous to those in need. 

Giving alms, Jesus teaches, means making 
the needs of others our own, especially the 
needy of our world. They are all around us: 
children and the old, the sick and the 
suffering, families and individuals, next-door 
neighbours and people in lands faraway. 

Whatever we give should be something of 
ourselves, something that costs us. We will 
receive blessings from God in return. What 
shall we give to the needy this lent? In 
deciding, decide generously. After all, before 
us is the great almsgiver-Jesus gave: "He 

loved us, and gave himself up 
for us."

Fasting is tied closely to 
almsgiving and this presents an 
opportunity to feel the pain of 
deprivation of physical needs of 
the unfortunate ones of our 
soc ie ty .  Our t radi t ional  
theology says that it burns out 
the fat of sin and spiritual 
impurities. It brings about god's 
compassion and forgiveness so 
that our minds may be purified, 
our  hearts  wi l l  become 
sanctified and our soul will be 
beautified by God, the Creator. 

These are the real consequences of our Lenten 
observance of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, As we walk 
the path ahead, I pray that May God's mercy 
flow like mountain streams, falling like the 
morning dew. May the healing balm of 
forgiveness wash away our iniquity, cleanse 
us from our sin and lead us to a 
joyful celebration of the Risen 
Lord on Easter Sunday.

May the God of Resurrection 
bless you all.

Yours in Christ,
ARUL MANICKAM O.Praem
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My journey to my first holy communion
- Eleoba Ebubechukwu 
Danielle.

Each child's journey to 
becoming a stronger believer 
in their own religion begins 
with their parents' active 
participation in their faith 

formation. As a catholic, my 
journey started with baptism and it became 
stronger when I received my First Holy 
Communion.

First Holy Communion is a Catholic 
Church ceremony when a person's first 
receives the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. We believe this event to be very 
important, as the 

Eucharist is one of the central focuses of 
the Catholic Church. It is the day when we 

partake in Lord's last supper.  Before 
receiving the Holy Communion I attended 
special catechism classes to prepare myself 
to receive Jesus into my life. My teachers are 
very kind and filled with wisdom and love. I 
learned a lot of good things, how to pray the 
rosary, what sin is and how to avoid them and 
also how to make confession. I learned also 
honesty and forgiveness.

The 27th of February 2022, was the most 
memorable day in my life. I was very eager 

not only to receive communion but also 
wear my new gown, truly it was one of my 
memorable moments I don't wish to forget. 

Thanks to my parents for their support and 
encouragement.

Thanks to the teachers who helped to 
prepare me.

Thanks to the friends I made during this 
period. 

I pray for more success and blessings to all, 
Amen

------------------------

- Renee Rodrigues

This experience was a once 
in a lifetime one. The moment I 
put the Host in my mouth, I 
felt extremely different. I felt 
so close to Jesus, I couldn't 
speak. Now, every time I go to 
C h u r c h  a n d  r e c e i v e  

communion, I keep asking my mother if I can 
have more!

My First Holy Communion was the best 
and the feeling I got when I received Jesus for 
the first time was irreplaceable.

Thank you, Jesus for coming into my heart.
------------------------

- Yohann D'Souza

I never thought that I would 
be attending my First Holy 
Communion class in  online 
sessions but with the help of 
my teachers, Mary Ma'am and 
Gretta Ma'am teaching in the 
online class, and Savian 
helping with the technical work, I was able to 
understand every lesson clearly. After some 
time we were able to attend the Sunday 
School classes in the church and I was able to 
meet my friends.

When I received my First Holy Communion 
on 27th February, 2022, I felt very holy and 
as I was walking back to sit in my seat, I had a 
big smile on my face. All the first 
Communicants danced with joy to the song 
“Thankful”.

 The priest congratulated us for receiving 
Jesus for the very first time. We were 
presented with a Certificate, a Bible, a 
Rosary, Scapular and a small card. I thank 
everybody who helped me receive this 
Sacrament in a well-planned way.

------------------------
A Parent's Gratitude

- Julia Arul

My child  Arockia Khrisha 
Arul received communion this 
year under the guidance of 
Mary Renjith ma'am and Greta 
ma'am. I wholeheartedly 
thank you all for your amazing 
work. It was a tough journey as 
we had online sessions. But due to their 
sincere efforts my child could go through this 
holistic journey in a very special way. My 
child thoroughly enjoyed her last one week of 
offline session wherein she was prepared for 
the holy sacrament by training for 
confession. The communion mass service 
which had the kids dance was commendable. 
Thank you so much for everything. God bless 
you and your endeavours.
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Confirmation 2021-22 batch
The confirmation for the children of the 

2021-22 batch was held on 5th February 
2022 at 6.30 pm in our church Our Lady of 
Visitation. Reverend Bishop Allwyn D'silva 
and our  Priest-in charge Fr. Arul Manickam 
(O.Praem) were the main celebrants, 
alongwith 3 other co-celebrants.

There were totally 54 of our youth (32 boys 
and 22 girls) who received this sacrament. 
The year 2021-22 being the year of the 
pandemic the training was done on line in the 
start from July to Oct 2021 and then after the 
Diwali break we had in person classes till 
Christmas.. It was during this period we got a 
chance to interact a lot with the youth and it 
was very encouraging to see the response 
both physically and many took active part 

Confirmation - Testimonies
pandemic.  I got Confirmed along with 53 
other children on 05.02.22. I want to thank 
Holy Trinity and Mother Mary for showering 
blessings upon me.

There are three important Sacraments that 
initiate an individual and welcome him or her 
into the family of Christ – Baptism, 
Communion, and Confirmation. Baptism is 
the foundation of the Sacrament of initiation 
and frees one from original sin. Confirmation 
is the second Sacrament of initiation and is a 
ritual that signifies strengthening of one's 
faith. Communion is the third and in this all 
Catholics partake in the Body and Blood of 
Christ. These three Sacraments serve to 
confirm, strengthen, and increase one's faith 
and closeness with the community of Christ.

I would like to thank from the bottom of my 

- David Dsouza
Immaculate Conception 

Community

I would like to share my 
testimony.  My mother 
continuously prayed for my 
spiritual blessings.  In our 
community also, all families 

prayed for me since last 3 years.  
By God's grace, Rev. Fr Arul Manickam our 
Priest Incharge OLVC, gave me Baptism, 
First Holy Communion and Confirmation. I 
was overjoyed and started thanking the Lord 
for listening to my mother's prayer.  My God 
parents Denzil and Steffi gave me valuable 
spiritual guidance before my Baptism. I was 
baptized on 22.01.22 and received First Holy 
Communion on 1.02.22 in simple way due to 

making the session very interactive. On the 
Saturday before confirmation we had a half 
day recollection on 16th October 11am to 
4pm  with a resource person Leela Moraes, 
who gave our children a very good insight to 
the Books on the Bible and also prepared 
them for the sacrament of Reconciliation.

The Confirmation day went very well and 
there was full co-operation of the parents, the 
children and the youth (ushers) who made 
this program a success.

All credit goes to the Confirmation team of 
Mavis, Fancy, Theo, Geston, Denzil, Malcolm 
and Reuben. And the Sunday school in 
charge Lucy Nair.

- Theo D'Sa
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Confirmation - Testimonies (Contd)

heart the Parish Priest and my teachers for 
teaching, guiding and strengthening me  in 
faith  to become a disciple of Jesus.

------------------------

- Enosh Koyande

Just as Baptism gives new 
life, Eucharist nourishes life, 
and Reconciliation restores 
life when it is broken, 
Confirmation strengthens 
that life by the gifts of the Holy 
S p i r i t .  I t  i s  a b o u t  

strengthening what God has 
given, and continues to give, to his sons and 
daughters. 

In the Sacrament of Confirmation, the Holy 
Spirit completes the grace of baptism and 
offers the newly confirmed strength as a true 
witness of Christ. Thus, the newly confirmed 
is “more strictly obliged to spread and defend 
the faith by word and deed”  Thus, the Holy 
Spirit completes what was begun at baptism.

The Sacrament of Confirmation helps a 
person remain faithful to his or her baptismal 
commitment to witness to Christ and to serve 
others. The gifts of the Holy Spirit associated 
with Confirmation are strengths (or virtues) 
that Christian living requires if it is to be 
fruitful and complete. Thus wisdom, 
understanding, knowledge, counsel, 
fortitude, piety, and fear of the Lord, are 
divine aids to Christian living without which 
fulfilling one's baptismal calling would be far 
more difficult, if not impossible.

Perhaps we don't recognize these qualities 
as gifts of strength because they have become 
a part of our Christian living and appear quite 
natural—a fact that affirms how closely the 
Holy Spirit works with us.

And I am thankful to my Church for taking 
all the pains and efforts inspite of this 
Pandemic to give us the best co-ordintors 
who taught us via online every Sunday 
without fail and saw to each one of us that we 
understood every concept clearly through 
their teachings. I now know the importance of 
being confirmed in Christ

I thank the Confirmation team for their 
wonderful job and may God bless them. 

------------------------

- Johanna Riya Atrey

Confirmation is basically us 
confirming our faith in God, 
and more importantly God 
binding us closer to Him. We 
are usually baptized when we 
are really young, and  are  
born into Christianity - During 
baptism, We don't really have our own say in 
it, It's our parents who help us get baptized. 
However in confirmation - We accept God and 
seal our Christianity and our faith. 

My personal experience started with a quite 
strong thinking of God as a friend rather than 
someone that I should fear. Despite knowing 
prayers, I always opted to make my own 
prayers or just talk to Him rather than 
praying - Sometimes however I still had 
doubts, and my confirmation class animator 
helped me understand things that I had 
difficulty in understanding. It didn't feel real 
until the day that we confessed our sins and 
got ready for the day when we had our 
confirmation - It felt really amazing quite 
frankly, the aura and everything. I wouldn't 
say much changed, My faith in God remained 
the same if not stronger, but I finally got to 
confirm my faith in God by my own will. 

------------------------
Testimony of Healing

- Gregory Robert Nadar

I had been suffering from 
sneezing and occasional 
fevers . We had gone to an 
ENT doctor for  treatment of 
the same. The doctor advised 
me to take a scan and a blood 
test to know what the 
underlying problem is. After 
getting the reports,  we came to know that I 
was suffering from adenoid hypertrophy and 
deviated nasal septum . The doctor said that 
a operation is a must to cure the problem. We 
met the doctor in the month of January. My 
confirmation was on 5th February. Almost 
after two weeks on 18 th February we again 
met the doctor. After much examining the 
doctor said that now the problem that I was 
suffering from is cured . We were surprised. 
We later understood that it was with the help 
of Holy Spirit that I was cured .
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A fun-filled event YU4C Milestone the Purpose
- Leander Viegas

On the 20th of February, 
2022 myself and two of our 
youth members Alfio and 
Melvina had attended YU4C 
(Youth United 4 Christ) 
Milestone, the Purpose at St 

Theresa's Hall, Bandra. As the 
previous year “Milestone The Life” was 
online. This year “Milestone The Purpose” 
returned to offline mode with an attendance 
of 400+ youth from all over Mumbai. After 
enrolling ourselves and having breakfast we 
then interacted with the youth of other 
Parishes and proceeded to the main hall.

Firstly, we had a praise and worship 
session conducted by the YU4C Band, which 
was followed by a talk by Fr. Kelvin Santis. Fr. 
Santis gave a brief talk on what is Purpose 
and elaborated that each one of us does have 
a Purpose in life. In the childhood game 
Mechanix, even the smallest part whether it 
makes sense to be in the playset or not, it 
does play a big role in building the toy just 
like us, we may think we are useless and just 
good in being a couch potato. Each one of us 
has a Purpose and a big role to play. Next was 
Sister Melody Vaz who spoke about Purpose 
in depth and explained the term why do we 
need a Purpose. Next that followed was a 
wonderful dance performance by the YU4C 
Youth on the song “Mein Aashique Tera 
Yeshu” which received a tremendous 
applause. 

Next that came up was a testimony shared 
by Karen Pais, who represented the Indian 
Women's Football Team in the Under 13, 
Under 14 and Under 16 categories 

respectively. At a very young age she was 
diagnosed with a disorder and even one of the 
best Doctors in Mumbai said that she will not 
be able to do any work where strength is 
required. Her Father didn't approve the 
Doctor's advice and decided to take her to a 
priest and when the priest prayed over her 
she was healed and as of today she is an 
active Footballer, a certified Nutritionist and 
also is a role model for many youth girls to 
take up football. After that Asha Mendes 
shared her testimony who was not well 
prepared for her exams and even thought 
she'll fail but God worked out a miracle in her 
life by not only passing her in her exams but 
also giving her a good rank. Her talk gave the 
audience goosebumps.

We then had the Holy Eucharist, which was 
celebrated by Fr. Suniel Pinto. After a 
sumptuous lunch, Br. Lenny Soares gave 
some hard-hitting facts and also gave a talk 
on how to grow your talents and gifts, which 
was followed by adoration. The YU4C Youth 
then presented us with a skit in which the 
summary was that we give importance to 
everything other than Christ, and we only 
need God when we are in trouble. The 
message conveyed was great and is needed 
for today's youth.

Towards the end of the event we had a Jam 
Session, which was conducted by the 
“Echoes of Zion” where all the youth danced 
their heart out on the action songs. All in all it 
was a fun-filled event, made many memories, 
made many new friends and most 
importantly I went there empty handed but I 
came back home with a contagious spirit to 
do something for the people and the city.

Parish Vision: That every parishioner works & grows towards a participative servant church in the Mission of Jesus

Experiencing God's mercy, this Lent
Chaplet. He explained that in order to make 
the Chaplet efficacious, it must be prayed 
contemplating on the passion of Christ. This 
teaching was an eye opener to all of us. Fr. 
Oscar Nazareth of Our Lady of Forsaken 
Church Ghansoli, then led us into a time of 
adoration where he made us reflect as to how 
we always ask God to be merciful to us, but 
are so very uncharitable, in our thoughts, 
words and deeds, towards our neighbour. 
The recollection ended with a short time of 
fellowship over some refreshments.

- Josena Varghese
Divine Mercy Apostolate

The Deanery recollection of the Divine 
Mercy apostolate was held on 2nd April, 2022 
from 2.45pm to 5pm in our church. It was 
attended by around 50 people. The 
recollection began with the recitation of the 
Chaplet. This was followed by a short time of 
praise and worship. Thereafter Fr. Frankie 
Crasto of Sacred Heart Church, Vashi gave a 
very insightful teaching on how to pray the 



From the SVP Desk - A Glimpse of  the Activities
- James Hilary Sequeira, 
Secretary

The Conference (SSVP) is headed by the 
newly re-elected President  Mrs. Clementine 
Rodrigues and her team of 12 dedicated 
members. We reach out in three ways: ration 
aid, educational aid and medical aid, the 
details of which are as under: 

Ration Aid: 
Christmas hampers were distributed to 15 

families with ration items, cake and cotton 
masks.  

All items collected at the offertory during 
the Holy Eucharist were  distributed to 
adopted families and those in dire need. We 
distribute ration on the second Sunday of 
every month. 

The SVP members joined a few volunteers 
from the parish to provide assistance in kind 
to Mukta Jivan Society, a Leprosy Relief and 
Rehabilitation Center run by the Society of 
the Helpers of Mary at Sahapur. Rice, wheat, 
dal, sugar, oil, potatoes, oats, adult diapers, 
bath soaps, washing soaps, hair oil, Dettol 
liquid and tooth paste collected from the 
parishioners were given to the ashram. 

Educational Aid: 
One family was provided with a computer 

through the contacts of Br. Thomas. Further, 
a lady from Malankara Church was helped to 
pay the fees of General Nursing course. 

Educational aid was given to a girl college 
student, one of the adopted family members.    

Education aid was provided to a deserving 
girl at Sakinaka on recommendation by the 
Area Council (N/E). Also to a few families of 
our own parish. 

Medical Aid: 
M e m b e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  

individually for a resident of 
Karave Gaon for his knee 
surgery at Tata Hospital. He 
had met with an accident in 

January 2022. Timely follow up is being 
done.  One individual was given financial 
help  for  cataract surgery too. 

Medical aid was arranged through a donor 
to a Muslim woman who is HIV positive and 
was abandoned by her own brother. The 
donor has agreed to meet all educational 
expenses of the child at least for a few more 
years. 

Other: 
Coordination and collaboration with OLCM 

(Office of Lay Collaboration in Ministry) in 
receiving feedback about the presence of the 
church in the midst of people (Towards a 
Synodal Church). Twenty adopted family 
members (mostly non-Catholics) expressed 
their gratitude for a great helping hand by the 
church in Seawoods and some expressed 
their desire to give back to the society for 
what they have received. 

The members conducted First Friday 
adoration at the church with prayers and 
hymns. 

The feast of our patron Saint Vincent de 
Paul was celebrated during the Holy 
Eucharist on 3rd October 2021. A power 
point presentation was shown on the life of 
St. Vincent de Paul. 

A cancer patient from Karave was provided 
with an instrument for wet and dry 
segregation as he deals with garbage 
segregation and selling of junk goods. 

We are called to reach out to the needy as 
His extended hands. As most of the members 
are retired, we need labourers in His 
vineyard. We earnestly request dedicated 

young men and women to join us to 
continue this good work through 

Sunday meetings, house visits 
and investigation to distribute 

aid and to reach out to the 
poorest of the poor given in 
our care. 
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Prayer, Fasting, Alms giving
- Lourdes Ramchandran
Immaculate Conception

As Catholics, we believe that 
attending weekly (or daily) 
Mass is an essential part of a 
h e a l t h y  p r a y e r  
life.Throughout the season of 

Lent, we are called to deepen our 
prayer life. Praying first thing in the morning 
or talking to God while on your commute to 
work are simple ways to integrate prayer into 
everyday life. Praying the Rosary, visiting the 
Blessed Sacrament or attending a daylong 
silent retreat may bring you to new places in 
your relationship with God.

Fasting:
Lent has traditionally been the season 

A Sorrowful Season
to be in friendship with him. His salvific love 
and compassion brought us closer to him.  
And love for enemies is increasing faith in 
people. 

Fasting means sacrifice. They say, "for the 
sake of His sorrowful passion,  Have mercy 
on us and on the whole world ". We are 
blessed that we are called. We express our 
gratitude for the wonderful miracles.  Such 
was the sorrowful passion that He died on the 
cross.

Almsgiving or charity.  We are blessed 
financially.  Thank God. Helping nature is 
needed. They say, "A friend in need is a friend 
indeed".

- Tina Ramachandran
Immaculate Conception 

Community

This lent season is seeing 
tough times. We have seen 
together all ups and downs. 
P r a y e r ,  f a s t i n g  a n d   

almsgiving - all these form the 
lenten season.

Prayer has its own beauty.  It gives 
contentment, peace of mind, joy,  love and 
various other blessings. These days there are 
very few who like prayer, but the gift of prayer  
binds us with God and others. God wants us 

where we give something up, often sweets or a 
favorite food, in order to focus on the sacrifice 
Christ made on the cross. Fasting is spiritual 
and physical purification; the pangs of 
hunger remind us of our hunger for God.

Alms giving:
The Lenten call to almsgiving means 

making the needs of other people our own. 
One of the central lessons of the cross is 
compassion; sharing our material goods is 
often just the beginning of real Christian 
giving. We are also called to share our time 
attending to people in need.

Lent is a time to prepare for Easter and  the  
sacrificial practices of Lent prepare and 
purify us in body, mind and spirit for the 
passion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Parish Vision: That every parishioner works & grows towards a participative servant church in the Mission of Jesus
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“Did not our hearts burn within us?” – Lk. 24: 32
The Holy week is the highest point in a 

Christian's liturgical life. In this week we re-
live our Blessed Lord's Passion, Death & 
Resurrection, the foundation of our faith. But 
is it in this week alone that we re-live His 
Passion, Death & Resurrection? The answer 
is No. We do it at every Mass. The Eucharist 
or the Mass is our participation in that One 
Eternal Sacrifice of Calvary which began in 
the Upper Room and which by His Ascension 
has been made transcendent through Time & 
Space as is explained in the Letter to the 
Hebrews.

So, if we participate in and not simply re-
live the Passion, Death & Resurrection of Our 
Blessed Lord as a past event, then what 
should be our disposition? To understand 
that we need to go back to the First Mass. 
Many Catholics would say that the first mass 
was the Last Supper and they're not entirely 
wrong. After all, on Holy Thursday, the Lord 
did institute the Holy Eucharist. But the Lord 
was present in flesh & blood physically. 
When He said the words of institution, no one 
out of the twelve, ate off His Body or sucked 
His blood. I would propose, the First Mass as 
we understand it today was on the Road to 
Emmaus. The words of institution (in fact we 
have a glimpse of it in the Bread of Life 
Discourse in Jn. 6: 61-62) make real sense 
only after the Resurrection and Ascension. 

Jesus had to play it out and He does so 

Republic Day Celebrated
- Anna Fernandes,
With the Pandemic wave slowly subsiding, this 

year's Republic Day celebration took a new 
momentum.  We had an encouraging number of 
people who attended the flag hoisting ceremony

The day began with the Eucharistic 
celebration, followed by the flag hoisting 
ceremony organized by the Civic and Political 

Cell members.  The anchor for the program was 
our youth Leander Viegas who took full control of the entire 
program.

The Chief Guest of the day was Mr. Vinod Punjabi, the 
Community coordinator of John Bosco Community.  Through 
his inspiring message he tried to arose the dormant citizenship 
in people and very effectively related it to the spiritual sphere.

The Celebration ended with some light refreshments which 
helped people to socialize with each other.  We thank Fr. Arul 
Manickam, our Parish Priest who was present throughout the 
ceremony for his total support .

when He interprets to them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning Himself (Lk. 
24:27). After that as the sun sets, He sits with 
the disciples at table where He takes, blesses, 
breaks the bread & gives it to them. The same 
4 actions in the same order in Lk. 9:16 & Jn. 
6:11 in the feeding of the five thousand as 
well as in Lk. 22:19, in the institution and 
their eyes were opened (Lk. 24:31). Do you 
see the two-fold structure? What was the 
reaction of Cleopas and his companion? 
Their hearts were burning within them (Lk. 
24:32). This should be our disposition when 
we encounter the Risen (& ascended) Lord in 
the Eucharist. 

Many of us miss out on another thing and 
personally I guess it is because this story is 
narrated either on the 2nd or 3rd Sunday of 
Easter whereas the event in its historical 
context took place on Easter Sunday itself 
(“that very day… Lk. 24:13”). Jesus gave us 
the structure of the Mass on Easter Sunday. 
His first order of business as it were after His 
resurrection was to show us how He was 
going to be with us, in Word & Sacrament. 
Every time when we leave the Church after 
attending the Mass, we must echo the words 
of Cleopas, “Did not our hearts burn within 
us?”

“Non Nisi Te, Domine!” 
– St. Thomas Aquinas

-Servus Verbi
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Feast of St Gonsalo Garcia
-  Marcelinee Lobo

We the members of sector 
14,16 &16A celebrated the 
Feast of Saint Gonsalo Garcia 
on 6th February 2022.

A native of Vasai, Gonsalo 
was educated by the Jesuits 

and served in their mission in 
Japan for 8 years. Not admitted to the Jesuit 
order, he left for Macao to do business with 
the Portuguese merchants. Later on a 

Activities - Immaculate Conception Community
who came to this world in search of you and 
me!

------------------------

- Veena Fernandes

I would like to share our 
community activities during 
this quarter.  Due to pandemic 
in January and February 
2022, we had online SCC 
meetings .  Apart from Gospel 
sharing in English and 
Konkani, we prayed for all those 
celebrating birthdays and wedding 
anniversaries and lifted up all our families 
and their intentions. In March 2022, we had 
SCC meeting in sector leader's house.  This 
was our first meeting after the Pandemic.  

We prayed the Stations of the Cross every 
Sunday evening in our community.  Elders 
and children took keen interest.  We 
maintained social distance and wearing 
mask during our visits to houses.

I would like to thank Almighty God for 
blessing us to start once again our 
community activities. Mama Mary be with 
your children and bless our community to 
grow spiritually.

- Raphael Fernando

The Christmas star symbolizes the star of 
Bethlehem, which according to the Biblical 
story, guided the three kings or wise men, to 
baby Jesus. The star is also the heavenly sign 
of a prophecy fulfilled long ago and the 
shining hope for humanity.

Today I would like to share  on that one star 
that has inspired countless lighted stars 
down the centuries. It is none other than the 
Star of Christmas.

Being part of the Christmas Star 
competition during this pandemic year has 
brought us even more closer together as a 
community of sectors 20, 24 and achieving 
first place - it's been indeed great time.

The shining star was made of sticks and 
cloth with decorative materials, Christmas 
New Year wishes stuck on the body of star 
with the help of team work. Christmas star is 
always shining and unique star, the same 
concept was adopted in our star making. 

As we have always read, Christmas star 
being a guiding star, the same way Mama 
Mary was placed in our star to represent a 
path guider, lead us closer to Jesus. May this 
Star—the shining, the unique, the guiding 
and inspiring Star  leads us to worship Jesus 

business trip to Manila, and then later joined 
the Seraphic order. In 1597, persecution 
erupted in Japan and Gonsalo, along with his 
companions, was crucified on a hill near 
Nagasaki.

Our community families participated and 
celebrated the feast mass on 6th February 
2022.

Due to covid restrictions and protocols the 
community leader distributed sweet boxes to 
every member's house. It was a great day for 
all the members of our community.

Parish Vision: That every parishioner works & grows towards a participative servant church in the Mission of Jesus

Happy EasterHappy Easter
The Editorial Team Wish You



Lenten Outreach - St John Bosco Community
- Vinod Punjabi
Community Coordinator

As part of the Lenten Outreach Program, 
the members of St. John Bosco Community 
visited Jyothis Charitable Centre, Kalamboli 
on Sunday, 27th March 2022.

The Centre is being run by Nuns for 
destitute women, they sought the support 
from the community members for bedsheets, 

Reaching Out to the Less Fortunate
- Bernard Pereira 

The ‘Mukta Jeevan Ashram’ at Velholi, Asangaon, is run by 
the Sisters of Mary and is a shelter for destitute senior 
citizens, leprosy and HIV patients. Our parish received an 
appeal for donations in kind, namely food items and toiletries, 
to support the humanitarian efforts of the Jeevan Mukta 
Ashram. We thank all our parishioners for their 
overwhelming response to this appeal, at a very short notice. 
On March 12, 2022, our beloved parish priest, Rev. Fr. Arul 
Manickam O’Praem, and a few PPC members delivered the 
collected supplies to Mukta Jeevan Ashram. 

pillow covers, Kashmiri chilly powder and a 
milk kettle.  Our community members came 
forward and contributed generously towards 
the cause, which was deeply appreciated by 
the nuns.

Our community members took part with 
the women at the centre in singing hymns 
and our visit concluded with a thanksgiving 
prayer.

Parish Vision: That every parishioner works & grows towards a participative servant church in the Mission of Jesus



FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER

Star Competition Result

Parish Vision: That every parishioner works & grows towards a participative servant church in the Mission of Jesus

BAPTISM - BORN IN CHRIST

MARRIAGE - UNITED IN CHRIST

BURIAL - RESTING IN CHRIST

Sr Date Child's Name Father's Name Mother's Name Address
1 15.01.2022 Abrianna Anthony Anthony Sahaya Amudha F-1-5/C-8, Unnati Apt. Sec.8, Nerul(W)
2 16.01.2022 Tiana Celeste Napoleon Edward Tincy George 804,Tricity Palacio, Sec.38, Nerul)W)
3 22.01.2022 David Savanur* Allauddin Maria Shri Darshan Apt. Sec.6, Nerul(W)
4 13.02.2022 Alisha Karkera Sunit Tanya E-1-40, A-6, Ekta Apt. Sec.10, Nerul(W)
5 19.02.2022 Evaan Sanga Ajay Roshan Rupali A-304, Coral Crest, Sec.23, Nerul(E)
6 27.02.2022 Zayden PascalTerence Riya E-1/41`-A-10. Panchavati Apt. Sec.8,  

Nerul(W)
7 27.02.2022 Aiden Aroza Clifford Grace NL-1A, Bldg.19. R.No.1, Sec.10, 

Nerul(W)
8 16.03.2022 Rachel Fidel* Subhash Sule Anita Sule 101, Meridian Meadows, Sec.50, 

*Adult Baptism Nerul(W)

Sr Name Age
1 Norbert John Alex 12.01.2022 62 years

Date of Expiry/Burial

Sr Date Bridegroom Name Brides Name
1 02.01.2022 Mervin Almeida Nisha Quadros
2 07.01.2022 Evelyn Camilo Gonsalves Jacinta
3 23.01.2022 Clayton Donato Fernandes Shirley Christina 

1st Prize
Immaculate Conception

Community

2nd Prize
St. Joseph
Community

3rd Prize
St. John Bosco

Community


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29



